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make the world more peaceful. And that’s
a good place to begin our discussion.

Thank you, all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 7427—National
Volunteer Week, 2001
April 16, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America is blessed with millions of individ-

uals of good will and good works who play
significant roles in making positive change in
the lives of others.

While Government has great responsibil-
ities for public safety and public health, for
civil rights and common schools, compassion
is the work of a Nation. Caring requires more
than Government alone can provide. Many
of society’s greatest problems can only be
solved on a personal level, between those
who care and those in need.

During times of war and natural disaster,
Americans have provided relief to those in
need. Yet every day there are less publicized
instances of human need to which America’s
quiet heroes respond with equal strength and
vigor. Americans con tribute food to soup
kitchens and clothes to shelters and give love
to at-risk children, counsel to those who have
been abused, and friendship to those in hos-
pitals and nursing homes. From building a
new home for a young family to bringing a
meal to an elderly neighbor who is house-
bound, there are countless ways we can in-
vest our time and resources to provide com-
passionate help to our neighbors.

The faith community is a particularly rich
source of volunteer strength in America.
Government can rally a military, but it cannot
put hope in our hearts or a sense of purpose
in our lives. Faith motivates countless volun-
teers and calls on them to use their talents
to improve their neighborhoods in ways that
are beyond Government’s know-how.
Church and charity, synagogue, and mosque

form an essential part of our communities
and their indispensable work must have an
honored place in our plans and in our laws.
Government can and should unleash the best
impulses of the American spirit by wel-
coming faith-based organizations, as well as
other community groups, as partners in en-
couraging the high calling of serving others.

This week provides an opportunity to
thank those who give so much throughout
the year to help those less fortunate. It
should also serve as a challenge to each of
us to devote more energy to seeking a com-
mon good beyond our comfort. What indi-
vidual Americans do is more important than
anything Government does. We must all
heed Albert Schweitzer’s counsel: ‘‘The only
ones among you who will be really happy are
those who have sought and found how to
serve.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
28, 2001, as National Volunteer Week. Dur-
ing this week, I call on all Americans to cele-
brate the invaluable work that volunteers do
everyday across our country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 19.

Remarks to the Organization of
American States
April 17, 2001

Mr. Ambassador, thank you very much.
Secretary General, distinguished Ambas-
sadors, it’s a pleasure for me to be here at
the OAS. Thank you for having me.

I want to recognize, before I begin, Luigi
Einaudi. He has ably served our Government
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for decades. He’s now lent his skills and ex-
perience to the OAS. It is clear that he and
the Secretary General have made a very good
team. Thank you, Mr. Ambassador.

As I prepare to go to the Summit of the
Americas in Quebec, I thought it was impor-
tant to make a visit to the house of the Amer-
icas. It was a good meeting. I just had a good
meeting with the Secretary General. We had
a good discussion about the future of the
OAS and its important role. We discussed
opportunities and challenges that our hemi-
sphere faces.

Today I want to speak with you about our
shared future and the important role the
OAS will play in helping to shape it. Our
gathering in Quebec comes at a remarkable
moment in history. All the nations of this
hemisphere, save one, have embraced a col-
lective commitment to democracy and to the
fundamental freedoms that underlie democ-
racy.

We have embraced a collective challenge
to build a hemisphere that trades in freedom
and grows in prosperity. We have embraced
a collective responsibility to break down the
barriers of poverty, disease, ignorance, so in-
dividuals may better realize their full, God-
given potential. The OAS has an important
role to play in these common goals.

In lands where liberty is threatened by cor-
ruption, drugs, and human rights abuses, the
OAS is helping combat these destructive
forces. Along borders where tensions run
high, the OAS helps build confidence and
avoid crises. And in lands where freedom’s
hold is fragile, the OAS is there to strengthen
it.

The OAS’s recent work in Peru is an exam-
ple of this organization’s commitment to de-
mocracy. The election, held there on April
the 8th, was peaceful and well-run. And we
know this: It is a direct result of the Secretary
General’s involvement. And our hemisphere
is grateful, Mr. Secretary.

We need to build on successes like these.
The United States hopes, for example, that
the OAS can serve as a valuable mediator
in Haiti between President Aristide and the
democratic opposition. We also need to build
on the progress the OAS has made in the
fight against drug trafficking and abuse.
Thanks to the Inter-American Drug Abuse

Control Commission, our hemisphere is
more united in addressing this problem, both
in supply and, I might remind you, in de-
mand than it has ever been before. And the
Commission’s new evaluation system for
monitoring nations’ progress in fighting
drugs is a major achievement.

In this week’s Quebec Summit, our goal
is simple yet profound. The discussions we
hold and the mandates we produce must help
improve the lives of people throughout our
hemisphere. A summit is given meaning and
value by concrete results. We must strength-
en democratic institutions in this hemisphere
to give reality to the forms of democracy.
This means improving judicial institutions
and making government more open.

Good government is essential to building
the trust of our citizens. And democratic val-
ues must remain the core of our hemispheric
familia. As Prime Minister Chretien so aptly
said in this very hall last February, ‘‘We must
ensure that smaller economies are provided
the assistance they need to implement trade
agreements and to realize the full benefits
of a more integrated hemisphere.’’

We must extend the benefits of education
in this hemisphere. Both development and
democracy in the long term depend on edu-
cation. We must build the skills and reward
the hopes of all our people. And we must
affirm our commitment to complete negotia-
tions on the Free Trade Area of the Americas
by January 2005. Nothing we do in Quebec
will be more important or have a greater
long-term impact. It will make our hemi-
sphere the largest free trade area in the
world, encompassing 34 countries and 800
million people.

There’s a vital link between freedom of
people and freedom of commerce. Demo-
cratic freedoms cannot flourish unless our
hemisphere also builds a prosperity whose
benefits are widely shared. And open trade
is the essential foundation for that prosperity
and that possibility.

Open trade fuels the engines of economic
growth that creates new jobs and new in-
come. It applies the power of markets to the
needs of the poor. It spurs the process of
economic and legal reform. It helps dis-
mantle protectionist bureaucracies that stifle
incentive and invite corruption, and open
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trade reinforces the habits of liberty that sus-
tain democracy over the long term.

For all these reasons, my administration
is committed to pursuing open trade at every
opportunity. We’ll pursue open trade bilat-
erally with individual nations such as Chile
and Singapore and Jordan. We’ll pursue open
trade globally through a new round of multi-
lateral negotiations. We want to open global
markets so that our farmers and ranchers and
workers and service providers and high-tech
entrepreneurs can enjoy the benefits of a
more integrated world. And of course, we’ll
pursue these goals throughout our hemi-
sphere through the Free Trade Area of the
Americas.

Since open trade is one of my top priorities
for our hemisphere, gaining U.S. trade pro-
motion authority is one of my top priorities
in Congress. I made this clear in my first
address to the Congress. We have reinforced
this message in meetings my Cabinet officers
and I have had with over 100 Members of
Congress. Trade promotion authority gives
our trading partners confidence that they can
rely on the deals that they negotiate. It allows
us to seize opportunities to expand the circle
of trade and prosperity.

We’re now actively working with Congress
on a strategy for passing legislation granting
the trade promotion authority. We’ll intensify
this effort when I return from Quebec, and
I’m confident we’ll succeed.

Shortly after the summit, we’ll also publish
the initial working draft of our hemispheric
free trade agreement. This will allow our citi-
zens from all our countries to see what is
being negotiated and give them a chance to
provide their views on this important docu-
ment.

Just a few moments ago, the Secretary
General and I walked from his office, and
we passed the Hall of Heroes. The great
leaders honored there embody the spirit of
cooperation that characterizes the OAS.
These visionaries imagined a future in which
the Americas would be bound together in a
common effort to create a hemisphere that
is both free and prosperous.

Today, we have the opportunity to realize
that dream. Together, it is our responsibility
to seize the moment.

Thank you for having me.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Hall of the Americas at the Organization of Amer-
ican States headquarters building. In his remarks,
he referred to Colombian Ambassador to the OAS
Humberto de la Calle, who introduced the Presi-
dent; OAS Secretary General César Gaviria; OAS
Assistant Secretary General Luigi R. Einaudi;
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of Haiti; and
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada. A por-
tion of the President’s opening remarks were in
Spanish and a translation was provided on the
White House transcript.

Statement on Environmental
Protection Agency Action on
Lead Poisoning
April 17, 2001

I support Administrator Whitman’s deci-
sion to implement a rule to significantly ex-
pand and disclose the information available
to the public about the presence of lead and
lead emissions in their communities.

Lead is a persistent and highly toxic sub-
stance that can cause a range of environ-
mental and health problems. It has an espe-
cially harmful impact on the health of chil-
dren and infants. And it is found too often
in some of America’s older, poorer commu-
nities. Under this new rule, workers, con-
sumers, and communities will be provided
crucial information about the presence of this
toxic substance.

To assist in complying with this rule, I have
asked Administrator Whitman to provide
technical assistance to affected small busi-
nesses to help them prepare their first re-
ports.

This is an important and responsible ap-
proach that will protect American families
and our environment from unnecessary expo-
sure to lead. My administration will continue
to support and promote efforts based on
sound science to clean our air, water, and
land.
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